CHAPTER 5

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

The advertising department was responsible for
developing and initiating the advertising budget to be
used for promoting the film. Once the budget was
established, the advertising department would outline
their complete advertising campaign.

The black & white and color stills provided by the
publicity department would be used in a number of
ways, including the following.

Creation of Posters

The advertising department would select certain stills
and provide them, along with a synopsis of the film,
to the art department. It was the art department’s
responsibility to design and complete the poster art
and other advertising material, either using in-house
staff or contracting with a commercial artist.

Creation of Lobby Cards

The art department would also pick through the color
stills provided by the publicity department to create
the lobby cards and other color promotional material.
Normally, the production code was removed to create
the U.S. lobby cards, but occasionally, someone
would slip up and leave the number on.



The following shows a lobby card for the 1961 sci-fi
release Gorgo. The production code number (“GO-
42”) can be see on the bottom right.

"GORGO" Conright©) 1961, Mot Goldwyn-Mre
araniad for Newspaper g
A King Brothers Production —An M-G-M Release ogatine reproduction. Made in USA

It was more common to see production codes on
international material. It was up to the distributor in
whatever country was releasing the film whether the
production code remained on their lobby cards.
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Here is an example.

The following image features a still from the 1933 film
Duck Soup starring the Marx Brothers. The
production code 1453 can be seen in the bottom
right.
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The Four Marx Brothers in "DUCK SOUP"
A Paramount Picture Moda 10 USA




On the Australian lobby card pictured below, the
1453 production code can be seen on the bottom
right corner of the card.
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Creation of Advertising Clips

The advertising department would use both stills and
artwork provided by the art department to create the ad
mats that were used in magazines and by the theater
managers to promote the film locally.

In the silent and early “talkie” years, this artwork
would be sent to contracted companies to produce the
ads on wood blocks that could be ordered by the
theater and sent to the local newspapers for
publication. This was replaced by the lighter plates and
then eventually by ad supplements that had clip art
that the theater could send to the newspaper.

Press

Prior to distribution rights being given to the National
Screen Service (“NSS”), the advertising department
would offer sets of stills to individual theaters for their
use in advertising a specific film. When NSS took over
the distribution of movie paper for the major studios, it
would offer press stills to theaters and exhibitors along
with the other sizes and types of movie posters and
promotional materials. Beginning in the 1970’s, press
stills became a part of the press kits that were
distributed by NSS.

New York Newspaper Set

Starting in the 1960’s, the advertising department
provided a basic pack of stills, referred to as “The New
York Newspaper Set,” to wire services and newspapers
around the country. This set included 30-40 stills
selected from the key set.
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Movie Poster Frames
Direct from Studio Supplier

Specializing in framing your collectibles since 1984

Made to order custom frames
At Wholesale Prices

~ Delivered to your door -

www.hollywoodposterframes.com

(800) 463-2994
Open to public:
9260 Deering Ave pen:to:p
Chatsworth, CA 91311 Thm"F;l- 10-5 p.m.
at: 9-2 p.m.

channingposters

ORIGINAL
MOVIE POSTERS,
LOBBY CARDS, AND
AUTOGRAPHED ITEMS

CHANNING THOMSON
P. 0. BOX 330232
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133-0232

Email: channinglylethom son@att.net
ebay: http://stores.ebay.com/CHANNINGPOSTERS
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ﬂ Also the home of PosterParty.com!

Movie Posters ~ Music Posters
TV Posters ~ Celebrity Posters
Star Wars & James Bond
Harry Potter

Collectormania
17892 Cottonwood Dr
Parker, CO 80134

1-866-630-1648

questions@posterplanet.net
posterplanetfile@aol.com




Entertainment
Memorabilia

Consignments now invited
for upcoming auctions

ILLUSTRACTION

GALLERY),

ART THAT POPS o

UINTAGE AND RARE POSTERS

MOVIES, MUSIC, COMIC BOOK ART,
ADVERTISING AND OLYMPIC POSTERS
FROM THE 1960's AND BEYOND

illustractiongallery.com @ 1646 80127 88 @ hello@illustractiongallery.com




WANTED: CONSIGNMENTS!

Robert Edward Auctions is currently
seeking consignments for inclusion in
our next auction. If you have a signifi-
cant high value item or collection that
you are considering selling at auction,
you can't afford NOT to contact Robert
Edward Auctions. For more than*30
years Robert Edward Auctions has of-
fered an unparalleled tradition of integ-
rity, knowledge and professionalism.
Robert Edward Auctions offers the
ultimate auction-service and is exclu-
sively geared to high quality materi-
al. Larger circulation + unparalleled
knowledge and experience + lower
commission rates = more money in
your pocket. Robert Edward Auctions also offers: Reasonable

reserves, unmatched financial security (millions in assets, NO I'iabilities),
millions of dollars available at all times at a moment’s notice for cash
advances, and the most extensive list of buyers in the collecting world:
Robert Edward Auctions will put more money in your pocket. If you
have high quality material to bring to auction, Robert Edwérd Auctions

" will not only help you realize the highest possible prices for your valuable
material, we provide to consignors the peace of mind that your consign-
ments will be treated with the utmost in care, and that every aspect of
the auction process will be executed with the greatest attention to every
detail. If you have high quality material you think might be of interest,

please call or write.

ROBERT EDWARD AUCTIONS, LLC.
P.0. Box 7256 - Watchung, NJ 07069
phone: 908-226-9900 fax: 908-226-9920
www.RobertEdwardAuctiofis.com




